SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:45 AM Traditional - Sanctuary

10:00 AM Contemporary - Spirit Hall
11:15 AM Contemporary - Spirit Hall
11:00 AM McClintock Middle School

Meetmg

Sunday, January 29
12:30 PM
Spirit Hall

Follow Construction of our
new sanctuary online:
http://oxblue.com/pro/open/
Edifice/ChristLutheran

2012 Sign-up Sheet for The
Meals Soup Kitchen and Room in The

for the

Homeless nn via link in E-News or on rear
=_ 4 wall of Fellowship Hall

[LOAVES
ISHES
Food Drive

Bags handed out Sunday Feb 5

Return to Forum hallway
Feb 12 & 19

LUTHERAN ks kbt A
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MEN

Gathering in The Forum
6:00 PM
Bishop Leonard Bolick,

The Journey of Faith

PLEASE RSVP on ChristLink, call 704-366-6321

or email ed.eddleman@edata-charlotte.com

February, 2012
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CHRIST CONNECTIONS

Lenten Sermon Series:
Jesus Said That? Really??

Overview: Throughout this

series, we will tackle what we
perceive as the five most diffi-
cult teachings of Jesus. While
we have a tendency to gloss
over these topics, this Lent as
we delve deeper into the heart
of Jesus, we want to discover
the challenges he continues to
present to us as his followers.
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John 14:1-6; Acts 4:8-12

How can God be so narrow minded to say
that Jesus is the only path to salvation? Not
everyone grew up in a Christian home. What
about the person born a Muslim in Iran or the
Buddhist born in Thailand or the Hindu born
in India, doesn't their own faith system have
as much validity as Christianity?

March 4 :COMMITMENT
Luke 9:57-62; | Kings 19:19-21

Just how committed are you? Would you
deny burying a loved one or even saying
goodbye for the sake of Jesus? Would you be
plagued with second thoughts? When Jesus
calls us to follow him, what is standing in
your way of saying, “Yes!”

March 11: LOVE YOUR ENEMIES
Luke 6:27-36; Romans 12:14-21

It is a tough lesson to hear, much less to do.
When Jesus says in the Beatitudes, “Blessed
are those who are persecuted. . .blessed are
you when people insult you, persecute you
and falsely say all kinds of evils against you

of revenge, or are we always relegated to
playing the role of the door mat?

March 18: HATRED OF FAMILY?
Luke 14:25-27; | Peter 4:12-19

Perhaps no other words of Jesus create more
of a stir than his admonition to hate our own
father and mother, wife and children, broth-
ers and sisters, even our own life. In Luke,
Jesus couples this difficult lesson with the
cost of discipleship—the cross. We remem-
ber the words of Bonheoffer when he wrote,
“When Jesus bids a person to follow him, it is
to come and die.”

March 25: CAUSE AND EFFECT
John 9:1-7; Job 19:20-27a

We would love to have the world make sense
with perfectly laid out, sensible boxes. How-
ever, life is messy and doesn't always develop
according to what we think is fair. Nothing
else calls our sense of fairness into question
more than when we encounter suffering.
When it happens, we quickly want to find a
neat cause and effect. Problem is, it isn't
always evident.
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Pastor Scott Suskovic
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To think about all those
years in which we have
laid out the timetable
and did our due diligence
and made plans. God
must have laughed.

His timing is always per-
fect, though because of
our impatience, it is
difficult for us to em-
brace at the time. So we
wait and trust and hope
and do what we can do

to further his will.

It was perfect! From the crisp blue
skies to the nearly 1200 worship-
pers to the charter members and
their families breaking ground, eve-
rything went well for the ground-
breaking on January 15. | even
managed to take the first scoop out
of the ground without taking out
the bishop!

As |'ve been relishing the memories
and speaking with people about
this entire journey and the celebra-
tion we experienced at ground-
breaking, none were more poignant
that an email | received from a
young mom who put it into terms
that captured her heart—and mine.
Let me share her thoughts with you.

She wrote about the difficulty of
waiting. Seeing me wait these past
ten years to get to groundbreaking,
reminded her of the wait she and
her husband had before having
children. “While | always wanted to
be a mom, was sure that it would
be part of my future, | learned after
years of trying unsuccessfully, that
children may not be in God's plan
for us. After years of trying with
both boys and lots of help from
doctors, the timing was finally right.
One of the most momentous times
in my life, was when | heard the
nurse say 'you're pregnant’. | still
remember every detail of those two

moments in my life.”

She then made a flawless con-
nection between her experience
and my professional “baby.”
“You've thought about it
prayed for it, worked hard dur-
ing the years only to run into
challenges along the way. You
waited and waited. You were
told not yet, maybe never. So,
when the church approved the
building it was like you were
finally hearing 'we're preg-
nant'...the time has finally
come. And, that, today, was
like that first ultrasound...the
first real, tangible sign of what
is to come.”

| never thought of a ground-
breaking like an ultrasound!
How cool is that?

She continues to write, “So,
while there will be plenty of
times between now and Easter
2013 where you will check in
and ‘hear the heartbeat" to
ensure things are progressing
as they should, ‘get more ultra-
sounds' to see the develop-
ment, and check in with the
‘doctors" periodically to stay on
track and get your questions
answered, how exciting it must
be to know the time has
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come.” Talk about a long
pregnancy! But like hers, this
will also be well worth the
wait.

To think about all those years
in which we have laid out the
timetable and did our due
diligence and made plans.
God must have laughed. His
timing is always perfect,
though because of our impa-
tience, it is difficult for us to
embrace at the time. So we
wait and trust and hope and
do what we can do to further
his will.

In the end, she writes, “it is
amazing to think that the
time is here. God has been
preparing our church and
congregation all these years.
It will be some time before
we'll see why we had to wait,
but it was for His good.
..Thank you again for prepar-
ing us for this journey. Con-
gratulations...the time has
come.”

Well Said!

Pastor Scott

Newberry College Jazz Big Band Concert!

Help Us House These Young Musicians!

Let the Good
Times Roll

. H'-'* ’
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Newberry College Jazz Ensemble.
Newberry, South Carein

You are invited to join us on Sunday,
February 5, 2012, at 2:00 pm (yes,
Super Bow! Sunday!)

This is a big sound from our Lutheran
college in South Carolina. They play all
your favorite big band music (from
Duke Ellington and Glenn Miller to
Bob Seger) and even some rock and
roll.  This concert promises to not

disappoint-there will be some-
thing for all ages. A great solo
singer and 24-piece band at your
church. What's not to love?

A freewill offering will be re-
ceived.

Please contact Mark Glaeser
( ) if you

can help house these 25 young
adults in your homes.  Spoil
them at your Super Bowl party,
feed them dinner, breakfast in
the morning, and bring them
back to church the next morning
by 8:30 am.


mailto:mglaeser@christelca.org

Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend

Plants need fertilizer to grow healthy
and strong and so to does your mar-
riage. Without some nurturing and
care it will remain weak and unful-
filling. Spread a little fertilizer on your
relationship. Make a Marriage En-
counter weekend and watch your love
for each other grow. For more infor-
mation or to apply for a weekend just
visit our website

Discavering marital inti

REGISTER'FOR $55 PER COUPLE

ST L

www.godlovesmarriage.org. You can
contact Ed & Judy Raney, by phone at
843-707-7085 or by e-mail - jemar-
riageencounter@gmail.com. The next
Lutheran Marriage Encounter week-
end is February 17-19, 2012 in Myr-
tle Beach, SC. Space is limited and

the deadline to apply is January 27,
2012. Don't wait too long!!!
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| MonThly Lunch for Seniors |
February 16, 2012

GATHeR AT: Noon, Lunch: 12:20
The Forum

Music for VAlenTine’s DAy
Ashlyn Mengel performing

Passionate, Priestly People

Meets Bt Monday of the Month
7:00 PM-8:30 PM  Church Office
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